TechnoServe and National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE)

Launch a “Youth Entrepreneurship Initiative” in Tanzania

Youth Entrepreneurship Education in Tanzania

TechnoServe has nearly 35 years of experience helping entrepreneurial men and women in rural areas of the developing world to build businesses that create income, opportunity and economic growth for their families, communities and countries.

Combining exceptional business expertise with entrepreneurial talent in Tanzania, TechnoServe builds businesses and commercial networks that create sustainable incomes for the rural poor.  

In an effort to increase the pool of entrepreneurs with the skills, knowledge and ideas to create desperately needed jobs, businesses and income in Tanzania, TechnoServe formed a strategic partnership with a US based non-governmental organization, the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE).  NFTE impacts students’ basic academic and life skills through a hands-on entrepreneurship curriculum that reinforces mathematics, reading and writing, and develops skills in critical thinking, teamwork, communication and decision-making.  NFTE was founded in 1987 and is considered the premier youth entrepreneurship training organization in the US.
The TechnoServe/NFTE partnership is designed to empower youth in underserved communities of Africa to excel in school, employment and business through entrepreneurship education and business development.  TechnoServe Tanzania is a member of the Youth Employment Summit Tanzania country network and the program works inline with the Youth Employment Summit (YES) objectives to achieve the decade long objectives of improving the state of youth globally.   To that end, TechnoServe commits to support vigorous action in each of the following areas: Employability,  Entrepreneurship, Equity, Empowerment, and Education.  

Program Activities

TechnoServe and NFTE kicked off their joint initiative in December, 2002 with a “mini” teacher-training program in the city of Mbeya, in southwestern Tanzania.  Secondary school teachers and vocational trainers were selected to participate in the three day entrepreneurship education program with NFTE University.  Once they had undergone this training, they were certified by NFTE as “Certified Entrepreneurship Teachers”.  TechnoServe and NFTE staff along with the Tanzanian Certified Entrepreneurship teachers then went to Iringa town to conduct a ten day intensive business training seminar for a select group of students.  The program was held at Tumaini University in Iringa where a total of 29 students, ages 18-23, from three secondary schools in Mbeya and Iringa attended this all-expenses-paid business seminar known as BizCamp™ to learn the fundamentals of entrepreneurship and what it takes to start and run a successful business.  In addition to classroom seminars, workshops and guest lectures on a wide range of topics – including “the elements of a business plan,” “supply and demand,” successful negotiating,” “recordkeeping and costs analysis,” “market research” and “production and distribution chains” – the BizCamp™ students also took a field to a local dairy processing plant in Iringa. The program ended with a final business plan competition where the students formed groups and delivered their business plans to a panel of judges.  The winning student business plans received cash prizes to invest in business or education.  

In 2003, TechnoServe/Tanzania adapted NFTE’s Fundamentals curriculum to fit the Tanzanian context.  The program has also narrowed its secondary school target to focus on school leavers in form six (A’ level).  The A’ level school year begins in July.  TechnoServe/Tanzania’s school-based entrepreneurship education programs will be launched in August.  Fifty-six students from three schools in Iringa and Mbeya regions have been enrolled in “BizSchool”.  In October, an Out-of-School business training seminar will be launched to a specific target group,  and a Teacher Training will be rolled out in December.  By the end of 2003, TechnoServe/Tanzania’s entrepreneurship program will have trained approximately 100 students on the basics of how to start and operate a business.  25 teachers will have been trained and certified by NFTE.  An additional 15 students will have participated in internship programs to develop on-the-job skills.  

In 2004 the Tanzania program will expand current activities in size and number in the Southern Highlands.  In addition, the program will work to infuse entrepreneurship education as part of the core curriculum for A’ level students in select secondary schools.  For 2004, TechnoServe plans to train over 220 students in school based entrepreneurship programs.  Out-of-school programs will reach an additional 80 students.  Additional youth will be placed in internship programs to get on-the-job skills training.

For more information about the TNS/NFTE “Youth Entrepreneurship Initiative” please contact:

· Atiba Amalile, Coordinator TechnoServe/Tanzania  +255 250 4078   + 255 744 86 10 99,  atiba.amalile@tnstanzania.org
· Tim Piper, Deputy Country Director, TechnoServe/Tanzania, 255-22-212-9829, tim.piper@tnstanzania.org






